Hotlanta: Why Resurgent Atlanta Makes A Great
Weekend Escape

Welcome back to Great Urban Weekend Escapes. This time we are headed South.

Its unofficial nickname is “Hotlanta,” referring to both the climate and growing stature as a leisure destination, and
that has never been truer than it is right now. Last year Atlanta saw over $1.5 billion in major tourism infrastructure
improvements, including two notable brand new museums — and those were just icing on an already sweet cake. The
food scene is exploding, the city is rediscovering its joy of outdoor recreation, and it couldn’t be any easier to get to
with the busiest airport in the country (first in number of passengers, second in flights).

For these reasons, today’s Atlanta makes for a perfect Great Urban Weekend Escape. For new readers, I'll very
briefly recap the logic behind this recurring feature. All previous Great Urban Weekend Escapes are now consolidated
in one spot for your convenience, along with an explanation of the concept in much greater detail. If you want to
learn more about the criteria, or find other great city trips, click here.

Want to see Whale Sharks? The Georgia Aquarium in Atlanta is the only place in the Western Hemisphere that has
them — in the world’s biggest tank. ©2014, Gene Phillips/ AtlantaPhotos.com

The concept is simple: As someone who travels a great deal and is always short on time, I've become a big fan of
more manageable cities, those perfect for weekend or long weekend escapes. My rules for what makes a city a great
weekend choice include at least one standout attraction, something people will travel to see, like the Alamo. It must
also have unique or diverse cuisine. Natural attractions, great lodging, notable cultural offerings and/or museums,
and interesting shopping are all big pluses.

I've said this before: If you live in Atlanta, please take your selection as a compliment. I'm not suggesting your
hometown is only “worth” a couple of days — I happily live in a town of less than 5,000 souls with two restaurants
and no major attractions. I'm saying your city is user-friendly enough to be enjoyed in a weekend — hopefully the
first of many weekend visits.






